The death penalty is not a deterrent, says Victor Streib, who has studied children who kill for 25 years. The murder rate in states where executions have taken place actually increases, he said.
     “I think that’s the most shocking thing that we are the only country in the world that executes juvenile offenders. And if everyone else has stopped it and finds it wrong, then how can we as a nation continue to do this?” Streib said.
     But victims’ rights advocates reject his findings, saying that justice has been done to murderers.
     “We don’t execute individuals to deter crime. We execute because it is the punishment imposed for a specific crime. It is called the death penalty. It is not called the death deterrent,” victims’ rights advocate Dianne Clements said.
     Opponents of the death penalty argue that most of the offenders came from extremely troubled childhoods. And that many have turned their lives around in prison. But the apparent remorse of these convicted killers is immaterial, Clements said.
     “Who they are now is not why they are being executed. They’re being executed for the crime that they committed,” she said.
     According to Amnesty International, in the United States there are 61 offenders now facing the death penalty.

